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Mission Statement
Building on its foundation as a Christ-inspired community of grace and open inquiry, 

Ottawa University prepares professional and liberal arts graduates for lifetimes of 
personal significance, vocational fulfillment, and service to God and humanity.

Ottawa University is an institution of higher learning that is open to the sharing of ideas and dedicated to
fostering collaboration and academic development.

As stated in Ottawa University’s mission statement, we are a “Christ-inspired community of grace and open 
inquiry...” Our historical foundation and current structure are rooted in the beliefs of the American Baptists and 
the same Christian mission of service: “American Baptist congregations are called by God through Jesus Christ 
to be communities of faith – empowered by the Holy Spirit to live as witnesses and agents of God’s love . . . 
vital in worship; dynamic in proclamation; effective in teaching; loving in fellowship; faithful in stewardship; 
and compassionate in service.”
	 - Daniel E. Weiss, General Secretary (retired), American Baptist Churches in the USA

This is a calling to something greater than ourselves – not only to serve others, but also to show the power of 
grace, kindness and courtesy to others without consideration to merit.
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Order of Ceremonies

161st Anniversary Commencement
Ottawa University - Ottawa, Kansas

Fredrikson Chapel
Saturday, May 2, 2026

2:00 p.m.

Prelude	 Trumpet Tune in D major     	 Paul Fey
	 Kenneth Walker, DMA, organ	 (b. 1998)

Processional	 March and Improvisation on the OU Alma Mater, My Ottawa 	 Franklin Johnson
	 Organist Walker	 (1836-1916)

*Invocation		  John Holzhüter, DDiv
		  University Chaplain

Opening Remarks from the Board of Trustees		  Janet Kincaid ’87
		  Chair, Ottawa University Board of Trustees

Recognitions and Introductions		  Derek Chappell ’87, JD
		  Leadership Gift Officer

Special Music	 There Will Never Be Another You	 Harry Warren
	 Jacob Fry ’24, piano; Kenzie Chrisman, bass; Gerhard Sturm, drums	 (1893-1981)
	 Graduate and Choir Director, and students at the Ottawa, Kansas campus	 Mack Gordon
		  (1904-59)

Special Reading	 	 Paul Nowlin
		  Doctoral Degree Candidate

Remarks from the Campus President		  Kevin Maret, DMA
		  Campus President, Professional and Online

Introduction of Speaker		  William M. Tsutsui, PhD
		  Chancellor
		  Professor of History

Address	 Intersections of Identity	 Brendan Johnson, MBA
		  President and CEO, AdventHealth-Ottawa

Presentation of Doctoral Degree Candidates		  Marylou DeWald, PhD
		  Interim Director, Doctor of Business Administration
		  Professor of Business Administration



Order of Ceremonies

Conferring of Degrees		  Chancellor Tsutsui

Awarding of Diplomas		  Mr. Chappell

Presentation of Master Degree Candidates		  Amy Hogan, PhD
		  Dean, School of Education
		  Professor of Education

Conferring of Degrees		  Chancellor Tsutsui

Awarding of Diplomas		  Mr. Chappell

Academic Honors		  President Maret

Presentation of Bachelor Degree Candidates		  Amanda B. Fields, MS
		  Interim Dean, School of Arts and Sciences
		  Assitant Professor of Biology

Conferring of Degrees		  Chancellor Tsutsui

Awarding of Diplomas		  Mr. Chappell

Alumni Welcome		  Shonda Grant, BA ’14
		  Enrollment Manager, PA Program

*Alma Mater	  My Ottawa 	 Franklin Johnson
	 led by Chaplain Holzhuter

*Benediction		  Chaplain Holzhüter

Closing Announcement		  Mr. Chappell

Recessional	 Choral March          	 William Lloyd Webber
	 Organist Walker	 (1914-82)
	 (Audience, please be seated during recessional.) 	  

* Audience is invited to stand.

Chancellor Tsutsui and President Maret invites everyone to a reception in the 
Scherich Atrium located on the main level of the Gangwish Library.

Graduates will receive a gift at the reception.



Order of Ceremonies

The Ottawa University Crest
The crest of Ottawa University conveys the most important elements 
of its heritage.
 
John Tecumseh “Tauy” Jones, a Christian pastor, educator, and 
interpreter, is credited as one of the original founders of Ottawa 
University. The dome of Tauy Jones Hall rises above the campus in 
Ottawa, Kansas, today as it did in the early 1860s.
 
The cross of Christ infuses every segment of student life; it represents 
our Christian heritage, our continuing commitment, and the hope 
for our future.
 
The star depicts the clarity of the western sky; many of the earlier 
settlers thought that the North Star could be seen most clearly in the west.
 
The Book of Knowledge represents both the Bible and the texts of various courses. Through study, truth will set 
you free: Veritas Vos Liberabit.
 
The swan is symbolic of the Marais des Cygnes (river of swans) in the vicinity of which the original college 
campus in Ottawa, Kansas, nestles.
 
The arrowhead symbolizes our Indian heritage. The University was founded for and by the Ottawa Indians 
and Kansas Baptists. Members of the Ottawa Tribe may attend the University free of charge as a result of the 
original agreement signed by President Abraham Lincoln in 1865.

Giego
The academic procession is sometimes led by Giego, the University symbol of the Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma. 
The spirit of Giego reflects the 157-year relationship between this Ottawa Tribe and Ottawa University. An 
authentic, handcrafted tribal garment was a gift to the University from the Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma.

The University Maces
Historically, the mace was used by knights as a weapon in the Middle Ages. Since the 14th century, the mace 
has also been used as a ceremonial symbol of authority. Ottawa University has two maces utilized for ceremonial 
occasions. The mace is carried by the faculty marshal or special delegate.

The mace utilized in Ottawa, Kansas ceremonies was designed and crafted by local artisan Eldon Rader. The oak 
wood came from Ward Science Hall at the time of renovation in 1992. 

The Surprise Mace, carried by the Mayor of the City of Surprise and utilized in Arizona ceremonies, was 
designed to feature the established and founding dates for the University and Surprise campus, as well as the 
founding and incorporation dates for the City of Surprise, while also bearing both entities’ logos. It was crafted 
of oak wood from trees within the Civic Center Plaza Courtyard that is part of the shared campus of the City of 
Surprise and Ottawa University Arizona.



Academic Ritual and Attire
The procedure followed for the awarding of degrees at Ottawa University and most other American universities 
is based on a practice developed at the University of Paris almost 800 years ago. In those days, the Bishop of 
Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for educational matters. As the new university developed, he 
quite naturally claimed authority over curriculum and degree granting. His authority in these matters, however, 
soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they could be the proper judges of the 
qualifications of the students.

This threatened impasse was resolved by a compromise under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits 
of the students and then recommended them to the bishop for their degrees. In today’s ceremony, you will see a
secularized version of that procedure. The campus executive, a representative of the faculty, certifies that the 
student candidates are qualified to receive their degrees. The Chair or representative of the Board of Trustees, 
who has replaced the bishop as the governing authority, then authorizes the awarding of the degrees.

The caps and gowns worn by the graduates and faculty are based on costumes used in universities of the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, particularly at Oxford and Cambridge in England. The academic dress has 
been used in the United States from colonial times and was standardized by an Intercollegiate Code in 1895.

The design of the academic regalia and the colors worn are significant. The gowns differ in design and 
ornamentation by level of degree. The distinguishing mark of the gown is the sleeve: bachelor–a long pointed 
sleeve; master–an oblong sleeve open at the wrist; doctor–bell-shaped sleeve with three velvet bars. The cap is 
usually a black mortarboard, with the tassel worn over the left front quadrant. Hoods symbolize the particular 
degree, while colors represent the field of study and awarding institution. The black and gold cord signifies the 
achievement of academic honors.

How Degrees Are Awarded
The bachelor’s degrees are awarded upon successful completion of approximately four years of academic 
work. Not all of this study needs to be completed in successive years, nor all completed in Ottawa University 
coursework. Undergraduate studies consist of several distinct and identifiable components. One of these is the 
Liberal Arts Studies requirement. This refers to work required of all students and provides the distinctive quality 
appropriate to an Ottawa University degree. A second element is a major focus of study in which the student 
explores a specific discipline in depth. The third component may consist either of electives taken to broaden the 
student’s perspective on life or it may consist of the pre-professional elements relating to his or her career choice.

The master’s degrees are post-baccalaureate degrees and normally require at least one year of full-time study 
beyond the bachelor’s degree. Upon successfully completing all requirements as described, candidates are 
then voted by the Ottawa University faculty and recommended to the Board of Trustees for conferring the 
appropriate degree. A representative of the Board of Trustees then confers the degree on the candidates, and 
the President awards a diploma to each graduate. A representative of the faculty at each campus will present 
the candidates for conferral of the bachelor’s and the master’s degrees.

Order of Ceremonies



Administration and Faculty — 2025-2026

Administration
Chancellor.................................................................................................. William M. Tsutsui, AB, MLitt, PhD
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Provost............................................... Joann M. Bangs, BS, MA, PhD
Vice Chancellor and Chief Financial Officer......................................................Doug A. Ewald, BA, MPA, CPA
Vice Chancellor for University Advancement....................................................................Janet L. Peters, BA, JD
Campus President – OUAZ................................................................................. Dennis J. Tyner, BS, MS, PhD
Campus President – OUKS..................................................................................... Bambi N. Burgard, BS, PhD
Campus President – Professional and Online.................................................Kevin H. Maret, BS, MME, DMA
Interim Dean, School of Arts and Sciences................................................................. Amanda B. Fields, BA, MS
Dean, Angell Snyder School of Business.............................................................. Joann M. Bangs, BS, MA, PhD
Dean, School of Education..................................................................................Amy S. Hogan, BS, MLA, PhD 

Faculty
Usman Anjun, BS, MS, PhD................................................ Assistant Professor  of Computer and Data Science
Demelash B. Areda, MFS, MPH, MPV, PhD.........................................................Associate Professor of Biology
Gayani Balasuriya, BS, MS, PhD................................................................... Assistant Professor of Mathematics 
Joann M. Bangs, BS, MA, PhD........................................................................................Professor of Economics
Steven R. Boese, BA, MS, PhD, MHL.................................................................................. Professor of Biology
Santina Brown, BS, MS, DNP...............................................................................Assistant Professor of Nursing
Karen M. Bryson, BS, MA, PhD, MHL..........................................Professor of Psychology and Human Services
Bambi N. Burgard, BS, PhD........................................................................................... Professor of Counseling 
Ruth L. M. Burkhart, BSN, MA, MSN, DNP...................................................... Associate Professor of Nursing
Justin R. Clarke, BA, MA, PhD........................................................................Associate Professor of Philosophy
Michelle R. Corbin, BA, MBA......................................................................... Assistant Professor of Accounting
Christine D. Currier, BA, MSEd.................................................................................... Instructor in Psychology
Lauren C. Curtright, BA, MA, PhD....................................................................... Associate Professor of English
Yana Dashevsky, BS, NMD....................................................................... Associate Professor of Health Sciences
Tim P. DeVinney, BS, MS, EdD.............................................................Assistant Professor of Sports Leadership
Mahesh Ranpati Dewage, BS, MS, MS, PhD................................................... Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Marylou G. DeWald, BA, MBA, DBA, MHL............................................... Professor of Business Administration
Diann A. DeWitt, BSN, MSN, PhD.................................................................................... Professor of Nursing
Shannon S. Dyer, BA, MS, PhD, MHL.................................................................. Professor of Communication
Amanda B. Fields, BA, MS......................................................................................Assistant Professor of Biology
Steven V. Foulke, BA, MA, PhD, MHL................................................................................ Professor of History
Brianne L. Fulton Miller, BFA, MFA............................................................................Associate Professor of Art
Alaia U. Galiana-Abal, BA, BS, MA, MS, PhD, MHL........................................Professor of Applied Psychology
Paul S. Ginsberg, BS, PhD......................................................................................Assistant Professor of Biology
Kimberly S. Hankins, BS, MBA......................................................................................... Instructor in Business
Andrew W. Hazucha, BA, MA, PhD, MHL.......................................................................... Professor of English
William S. Hesse, AA, BA, MAEd, PhD, PhD+....................................... Assistant Professor of Sport Leadership
Amy S. Hogan, BS, MLA, PhD........................................................................................Professor of Education
Kayong L. Holston, BS, MS, DBA, MHL................................................... Professor of Business Administration
Colleen V. Huffman, BS, MBA, PhD................................................................................. Instructor in Business
Michelle N. Hunt, BA, MA.............................................................Assistant Professor of Elementary Education



Faculty — 2025-2026

Jon A. Jacobsen, BS, BA, JD.................................................................................. Assistant Professor of Business
Peter J. Jacobsen, BS, MA, PhD.........................................................Assistant Professor of Economic Education
Melissa R. Jonas, BS, MS.......................................................................................Assistant Professor of Nursing
Megan E. Kelly, BSN, DNP...................................................................................Assistant Professor of Nursing
T. Kent Kessinger, BA, MA, PhD......................................................... Associate Professor of Physical Education
Molly K. Kurtz, BS, MS............................................................ Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies
Cynthia N. Lancaster, BS, BSN, MBA, MSN, DNP..............................................Assistant Professor of Nursing
Mahsa Maghsoudi, BA, MS, PhD.....................................................................Assistant Professor of Counseling
Kevin H. Maret, BS, MME, DMA........................................................................... Associate Professor of Music
Patricia A. Marsh, BS, MS, PhD.......................................................................Associate Professor of Psychology
Juliann McAdoo, BA, MAHR, EdD................................................................... Assistant Professor of Education
Russel K. McCullough, BA, PhD, MHL....... Professor and Wayne D. Angell Distinguished Chair of Economics
Jack L. McMorris, BS, MBA, MS.....................................................................Assistant Professor of Engineering
Kristen E. Moore, BS, MAEd, MAHR, PhD........................................................Associate Professor of Business
L. Murle Mordy, BA, MA, MPh, PhD, MHL....................................................... Professor of Foreign Language
Kent M. Mulkey, BA, MS, PhD...........................................................................................Instructor in Biology
Nikhila, BS, MS, PhD............................................................................................ Assistant Professor of Physics
Karen J. Ohnesorge, BA, BFA, MA, PhD, MHL................................................................... Professor of English
Andrew C. Potter, BA, MA.......................................................................Assistant Professor of Communication
Sam C. Potter, BA, MDiv...................................................................................... Assistant Professor of Religion
David N. Prihoda, BA, MA..................................................................................................Instructor in English
Jennifer R. Raybern, BS, MS, PhD.......................................................Assistant Professor of Physical Education
Clarence C. Rohrbaugh, BS, MS, PhD................................................Associate Professor of Applied Psychology
Susan M. Salahshor, BS, MS, PhD............................................................ Associate Professor of Health Sciences
Rachele M.E. Salvini, BA, MA, PhD.................................... Visiting Assistant Professor and Director of Writing
Leslie H. Sherlin, BA, MS, PhD........................................................................ Assistant Professor of Psychology
Michelle S. Simpson, BSEd, MSEd.................................................................... Assistant Professor of Education
Jennifer D. Skouse Voll, BA, MS............................................... Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies
Jordie D. Smith, BA, MA, PhD.................................................................Assistant Professor of Communication
Summer D. Snowden, BS, MS.................................................. Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies
Kerrie L. Specker, AS, BA, MA, EdD.................................................................... Assistant Professor of Business
Tony D. Specker, AS, BS, MBA............................................................................ Assistant Professor of Business
Amy L. Steinhour, BS, MS........................................................ Assistant Professor of Physician Assistant Studies
Marjorie E. Swann, BA, MPhil, DPhil.................................................................................. Professor of English
Daniel A. Thomas, BS, BA, MM...............................................................................Assistant Professor of Music
Jeffrey A. Thomas, BA, MA, PsyD.................................................................... Associate Professor of Counseling
William M. Tsutsui, AB, MLitt, PhD.................................................................................... Professor of History
Dennis J. Tyner, BS, MS, PhD........................................................................Professor of Electrical Engineering
Carine E. Ullom, BS, MA, EdD...................................................................................... Instructor in Education
Kenneth S. Urakawa, BS, MS, PhD...........................................................Assistant Professor of Exercise Science
Joanna L. Walters, BA, MAHR........................................................................... Instructor in Human Resources
Stephen M. Weiss, BS, MBA, PhD.......................................................................Associate Professor of Business
Kirk J. Wren, BS, MA.......................................................................... Associate Professor of Physical Education
Samantha A. Young, BSN, MSN, DNP.................................................................Assistant Professor of Nursing
Xiaobin Zuo, BE, ME, PhD...............................................................................Associate Professor of Chemistry



Board of Trustees

Chair
Mrs. Janet Kincaid ’87

Vice Chair
Mr. Mike Ruchensky ’80

Secretary
Mrs. Jeanne Krug ’80

Treasurer
Mr. Zach Peek ’99

Term Trustees
Ms. Michele R. Anderson ’75
Mrs. Kelley Bethell-Smith ’99
Mr. John Coen
Mr. S. Lucky DeFries ’75
Mr. Wayne Duderstadt ’79
Mr. Gene Epperson
Mr. Bob Evans ’73
Dr. Kathleen V. Greene ’68
Mr. Joe Greenhaw ’73
Mr. Ron Guziak
Mr. Steven Hasty
Rev. Gregg Hemmen 
Ms. Dionne Jackson
Mr. Michael T. Jones ’16
Ms. Rebekah McCurdy ’11, MBA ’14, MAcc ’19
Ms. Donna Petrocco ’82
Mr. Scott Phillips MBA ’20
Mr. Randy Riggs ’83
Dr. Lester Ruiz ’77
Mr. Marty Smith ’87
Rev. Dr. Frederick “Jerry” Streets ’72
Mr. Scott Thellman ’81
Mr. Danny C. Trent
Rev. Dr. John Williams
Mrs. Pamela Woodward ’70

Life Trustees 
Mrs. Carol Allen ’56
Dr. Stanley L. Bettin ’61
Mrs. Karla Dye ’79
Dr. Kevin Eichner ’73
Ms. Wynndee S. Lee ’89
Mrs. Anne J. Mills
Mr. James O’Dell ’57
Dr. Wayne M. Paulsen
Dr. Henry H. “Hank” Scherich ’60
Dr. Ramon Schmidt ’61
Mr. Ross L. Talbott ’58
Mr. Gary Wall

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.



Academic Honors

Summa Cum Laude
Amanda Lynne Claytor

Brandon M. Fritz
Brian M. George
Kai Aries Tillman

Magna Cum Laude
Brylie M. Brincks
Jasmine C. Dupree

Thomas C. Frazier
Brennen Allen Havens

Daniel Willman

Cum Laude
Matthew C. Baughman

 Kaylee Bliss
Alex D. Bruening

Annette E. Budimlija
Megan Irene Burns
Jenna Jo Costello

Talya D Jones
Samantha K Davis
Kelsey Enevoldsen

Rebekah Lynn Foster
Jarett Gage

Barbara M. Gilliland

Codi Garvey
Kaitlyn Ryan Greve

Angelia Haupt
Brigiett R. Hesford
Shelbye A. Jenkins
Ronald T. Krupa Jr.
Nicholas M. Lieske
Jaycee Lynn Moore

Cody Robert Morlan
Jade Pham Nguyen

Ariell Brianne Nierenberg
Frances J. Oldweiler

Danielle Michele Olson
Stephanie Adela Prechel
Maria Ivelis Rodriguez

Sailor A. Ruby
Cloeie S. Russell

Brianna R. Schultz
John Wayne Soliwoda

Wyatt Earl Streich
Deborah G. Swiader

Mia C. Wilson

The Meaning of Honors

The Latin designation for honors refers to the medieval origins of academic ceremony: cum laude indicates 
distinction; magna cum laude, great distinction; and summa cum laude, highest distinction. At Ottawa 
University, students achieve a 3.5 to 3.799 grade point average (on a 4.0 scale) to graduate cum laude. Magna 
cum laude honors require a 3.8 to 3.899 grade point average. For the highest honors, summa cum laude, 
students must achieve a 3.9 or higher grade point average. To qualify for honors, students must complete 
40 semester credit hours in residence at Ottawa University and be in good standing. Distinction in the 
comprehensive examination or project will be earned by students as judged by faculty.

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.



Master Degree Candidates

Steven Patrick Berry
Melissa A. Bonner
Amanda Lynn Davis
Deja Latriece Georgia Delaine
Kirsten R. Dusterhoft
Alexis Chanel Frazier

Shelby C. Greemore
Wendy Dahn Kudrna
Emily Grace Miranda
Samantha I. Reece
Genesis Marie Resto-Torres
Cassandra V. Sanchez

Eva N. Stiver
Logan B. Swartz
Katie L. Teetzen
Sean C. Trumbly

Master of Arts in Education

Ashawnte DR Anderson
Sara Caitlin Dear
Samantha Fellows
Cecelia Michelle Greve
Tammy L. Kinsey

Ashley Koch
Chantel Melissa Lokers
Leah McCann
Daniel Johnson Page
Belinda Lou Peister

Chelsea M. Rocha
Sydney Scholl
Kaleigh L. Smith
Mariah L. Starkey

Master of Arts in Counseling

Melissa Ann Havard Xee Her

Master of Accountancy

Ivana Damnjanovic
Amanda B. Fields

Jamie Lynn Fields
Felipe M. R. Soares

Jacob C. Maichel
Paul M. Nowlin

Doctor of Business Administration

Rida Ahmed
Marc Aldecoa Alio
Eris Azizaj
Rahima Bashiri
Alka Bhandari
Buhari Salisu Buhari
Ishit Chhabra
Emilio Javier Mantilla Chica
Chiemela Martina Chimezie
Kristia Jayde Clarke
Divyank Dawar
Marcela de Paula Batista
Rohan Desai
Tatiana Martins Iglezia
Vonetta Johnson

Madhavi Ravindra Kadam
Ayush Kashyap
Akashdeep Kaur
Hitesh Kumar Khatri
Lydia Priyanka Kutti
Janhavi Vrajlal Kotadia 
Manoj Lakumarapu
Ramesh Krishna Madamanchi
Sushma Manne
Shwetha Mithun
Rahiman Mohammad
Harsha Ravi Mudaliar
Ridah F. Muddassir
Eloghosa Eguagie Ogbonmwan
Richa Pandey

Zeba Parveen
Alex R. Madera Perdomo
Maja Petronijevic
Aureo Ponce
Panxing Qiao
Trupti Sabhnani
Shehan B. Senanayaka 
Snehil Shukla
Shirazi Ajaj Siddiqui
Harika Thota
Karanpreet Singh Wadhwa
Binbin Xia
Saiyao Xu
Hobeen You

Executive Master of Business Administration

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.



Master Degree Candidates

Akot Lual Arech
Jill Bates

David J. Conroy
Cruz M. Whitwell

Karen Woods

Master of Arts in Leadership

Master of Business Administration
McKenzie S. Bartlett
Casey L. Callihan
Gustavo E. Forero-Ramirez
Karas Ibrahim
Tynan Porter Lucas Muehlemeyer

Kimberly L. Poff
Lauren Rush
Brian G. Smith
Sara S. Smith
Nicholas D. Snow

David M. Thompson
Joshua Cade Tuck
Shubha Mangala Bennalli Umesh

Master of Science in Addiction Counseling
Nancy Jeanne Ballard
Jessica R. DeVore
Daniel John Grellinger

Jonathan Lowell Harrup
Catherine Irby
James A. Montgomery

Daniell S. Peterson
Shawna L. Sokol

Master of Science in Nursing
Olamide E. Afolabi
Taiwo Fatimah Are
Rakshya Bista
Reshma Budhathoki
Santoshi Chhantyal
Sushma Chhun
Vanessa Zvikomborero Chonyera
Lucas Gomes Coelho de Oliveira
Ashley Samantha Cox
Melissa Deanne Emery
Daniel Adedire Falode

Alisha Gurung
Anu Gurung
Cassie Diane Hasty
Yejin Jun
Rose U. Kalu
Pranisha Khadka
Ireen Likuwenu
Rakshya Nepali
Larisha Neupane
Praise Osagioduwa Okunbor
Eugenie-Rose Panafieu

Trinh Thi Viet Pham
Sabita Pun
Sandhya Rasaili
Ivy Rono
Sakeena Sultana
Sangsang Sun
Sarah Syiem
Anh N.Q. Tran
Grace Umoru
Jacqueline Vick
Juanita Young

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.



Bachelor Degree Candidates

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.

Bachelor of Arts
Brittney N. Angle

•	 Psychology 

Kendra Mercedes Aracena
•	 Health Care Management-

Non-Clinical 

Tichele D. Bedell
•	 Human and Social Services 

Kaylee Bliss
•	 Elementary Education 

Brittany M. Brown
•	 Mathematics 

Alex D. Bruening
•	 Psychology 

Annette E. Budimlija
•	 Secondary Education - 

Mathematics 

Megan Irene Burns
•	 Secondary Education - History 

Jill Carlson
•	 Accounting 

Cherish Soojin Cho
•	 Human and Social Services 

Avrie Payton Christiansen
•	 Elementary Education 

Amanda Lynne Claytor
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Jenai Collins
•	 Psychology 

Nikki Lynn Connon
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Tonya M. Cook
•	 Human Resources 

Sage Cooper
•	 History 

Zydnia Corchado-Reyes
•	 Psychology 

Jenna Jo Costello
•	 Psychology 

Breanna Mersadies Nichole 
Crawford

•	 Elementary Education 

Aaron B. Cure
•	 Psychology 

Channler Davenport
•	 Secondary Education - History 

Jessica Lynne Dearinger
•	 Secondary Education - History 

Jasmine C. Dupree
•	 Secondary Education - English 

Divya Emmanuel
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Cinthia Itzel Enriquez
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Gabrielle A. Fleischman
•	 English 

Christopher B. Ford
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Rebekah Lynn Foster
•	 Human and Social Services 

Maggie R. Francis
•	 English 

Thomas C. Frazier
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Jill Marie Friedrichs
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Brandon M. Fritz
•	 History 

Jarett Gage
•	 Sport Leadership 

Kaitlyn D. Gaines
•	 Leadership and Management 

Codi Garvey
•	 Human Resources 

Brian M. George
•	 Leadership and Management 

Barbara M. Gilliland
•	 Psychology 

Kaitlyn Ryan Greve
•	 Health Care Management-

Non-Clinical 

Angelia Haupt
•	 Human and Social Services
•	 Psychology 

Jack Armstrong Haynes-Hohne
•	 Secondary Education - History 

Brigiett R. Hesford
•	 Psychology 

Jesse Miles Holscher
•	 Business Administration
•	 Leadership and Management 



Bachelor Degree Candidates

James Alexander Hunter
•	 Leadership and Management 

Luke Hyzdu
•	 Psychology 

Shelbye A. Jenkins
•	 Psychology 

Talya D. Jones
•	 Human and Social Services 

Reyse James Klatt
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Ronald T. Krupa, Jr.
•	 Mathematics 

Ebonie Ninette Landry
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Melody Ann Landry
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Nicholas M. Lieske
•	 Business Administration 

Carly P. Lundgren
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Brandon Perry Matty
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Chelsey McCrary
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Ava McKeefery
•	 Elementary Education Studies 

Alexis McNabb
•	 Psychology 

Jaycee Lynn Moore
•	 Elementary Education 

Carli Moose
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Cody Robert Morlan
•	 Leadership and Management 

Trina Morris
•	 Accounting 

Assane Ndao
•	 Business Economics 

Savannah Jewel Neff
•	 Communication 

Ariell Brianne Nierenberg
•	 Addiction Counseling 

Frances J. Oldweiler
•	 Elementary Education 

Danielle Michele Olson
•	 English 

William Owens
•	 Leadership and Management 

Karlena Kristine Perez
•	 Human and Social Services 

Tamara I. Piccone
•	 Elementary Education 

Vilma Pina Melendez
•	 Psychology 

Stephanie Adela Prechel
•	 Psychology 

Trudi Lynn Rash
•	 Secondary Education -History 

Maria Ivelis Rodriguez
•	 Accounting 

Cloeie S. Russell
•	 Elementary Education 

Brianna R. Schultz
•	 Leadership and Management 

Mallory Lauren Schwank
•	 Elementary Education 

Isaac C. Shelley
•	 Psychology 

Jessica M. Shelton
•	 Health Care Management-

Non-Clinical 

John Wayne Soliwoda
•	 Psychology 

Leah Stine
•	 Psychology 

Angelica Leigh Storms
•	 Psychology 

Wyatt Earl Streich
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Grant Nicholas Thelen
•	 Accounting

Kai Aries Tillman
•	 Human Resources 

Tyrone Sylvester Toliver
•	 Psychology 

Dakota L.A. Tooley
•	 English
•	 Human and Social Services 

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
time of printing. The official academic transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officers, remains the official testimony of the degree awarded and, if applicable, honors earned.
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Van Tiffany Tran
•	 Accounting 

Brianna Lynn Tuma
•	 Secondary Education - 

Mathematics 

Emily R. Vehrs
•	 Human and Social Services 

Sadie Isabelle Ward
•	 Communication
•	 Psychology 

Nikia Lacole Wilkins
•	 Human Resources 

Amber Rose Williams
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Leigh Ann Williams
•	 Communication 

Daniel Willman
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical 

Hannah M. Young
•	 Psychology 

Christina Carol Zellner
•	 Accounting 

Kourosh Zia
•	 Health Care Management-

Clinical



Bachelor Degree Candidates

Bachelor of Science

Oceana D.S. Banks
•	 Business Administration

Matthew C. Baughman
•	 Biology

Hailey Binkley
•	 Business Administration
•	 Human and Social Services 

Nicholas G. Bock
•	 Finance

Steven A. Boldridge
•	 Management of Information 

Systems

Kristen L. Coburn
•	 Finance

Bryan Michael Donoho
•	 Addiction Counseling

Alan J. Romero Garcia
•	 Business Administration

Seth M. Gunkel
•	 Computer Science Technology

Brennen Allen Havens
•	 Business Administration

Christopher Heger
•	 Computer Science Technology
•	 Management of Information 

Systems

Natalie Lynn Hickey
•	 Management of Information 

Systems

Erica K. Jones
•	 Business Administration

Kurt A. LaBeaud, Jr.
•	 Business Administration

Jaime Lee
•	 Business Administration

Jade Pham Nguyen
•	 Business Administration

Vienney Phiomavong
•	 Business Administration

Marissa Linn Schnell
•	 Addiction Counseling

Lisa Seamans
•	 Addiction Counseling

Deborah G. Swiader
•	 Addiction Counseling

Ethan Gregan Van Zyl
•	 Business Administration

Appearance of a name in this program is presumptive evidence of graduation and graduation honors, but it must not, in any manner, be regarded as conclusive. Some students may have work in progress at the 
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Bachelor Degree Candidates

Bachelor of Science of Nursing
Holly Diana Bracken
Brylie M. Brincks
Bonnie Jean Buzzard
Natalie Carr
Melissa Chavez
Araceli Davila
Samantha K. Davis
Kelsey Enevoldsen
Devonne Lashay Gallion
Jerrika Garner

Randy Glenn
Angelica Gonzalez
Dawn’Yel La’ Sha Iverson
Tracee Ann Jackson
Kimberlea A. Legg
Delicia De’Nae Mullins
Trinity Michelle Pruett
Rosinah Reno
Ali Nicole Ridgeway
Alexis L. Riggi

Madison Marie Ronnebaum
Jennifer Marie Roth
Sailor A. Ruby
Imani Maia Rue
Madison Ann Sherman
Joseph S. Solano
Vanessa Verschelden
Mia C. Wilson



Alma Mater

My Ottawa
The phrase “fair scenes of field and sky” in the second stanza was suggested by the state seal of Kansas, which shows a wide expanse 

of prairie and hill. Above this is a cluster of stars, displaying the extraordinary brilliance of the Kansas night skies.

The same suggestions are found in the seventh line of the third stanza: “Long as a night-star glows.”
The “Swan-stream” is the Marais des Cygnes, which flows through the City of Ottawa. 

The wild sunflower is characteristic of Kansas, precisely as the goldenrod is of New Englishland.
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Franklin Johnson/Cramer
Alma Mater - My Ottawa
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